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Hi. It’s Brian. I've been writing IRON MAN 
for a few years but this is my first letter 
column. | wanted to take a moment to talk 
about this issue. We have some VERY 
special guest artists with us, which | will get 
to in a minute, but | wanted to tell you about 
who this issue is dedicated to and why. 

| live in Portland, Oregon. When you move 
to a new neighborhood, one of the big X 
factors is your neighbors. Who will they be? 
Will we like each other? Will we go to war 
over a shrub? We had just left one of those 
great old neighborhoods where we became 
friends and family with almost all of our 
neighbors. We were worried about missing 
out on that special feeling. 

That's when we met our NEW across-the- 
street neighbors of the last seven years... 
the Cheeks. Let me tell you about Dick 
Cheek. Make the jokes. He's heard them all. 

His name is Richard Cheek and | soon 
ound out he’s a real super hero. 

Dick and his wife, Helen, both in their 
eighties, and their eight adult children(!) are 
just amazing people. Great positive energy 
EVERYWHERE they go. Big on community. 
BIG on helping out anyone who needs a 
ittle help, be it through church, community 
organizing or just looking out. Almost to an 
unbelievable degree. 

could literally spend this entire issue 
isting kindnesses | know of or witnessed 
them do. It’s exhaustive. It’s crazy. Who is 
this nice? For all these years, they did us 
neighborly kindnesses that we never asked 
or. Did | say he was in his eighties? Yes. But 
you couldn't tell. Such a zest for life. 

It just so happened, after the first time 
had met him, | had to run off to a Marvel 
retreat. In the cab on the way to the airport, 
the cab driver looked at Dick's house, turned 
to me and said: “Oh my God! You live across 
the street from the Cheeks. He saved my 
ather’s life in the war. He’s a genuine war 
hero. | wouldn't be here if not for him. Has 
he ever told you about that?” 

The next time | got a chance to ask him, 
he blew it off warmly and just chuckled. 
Then, | heard from his children that he was 
the real deal. 

| will honor his service by not speaking of 
things he clearly did not want spoken of...but 
he was a war hero. 

As our relationship developed over the 
years, he told me that his priest happened 
to be a huge comic book fan and wanted to 
talk to me about the spirituality of comics 
over dinner. The Jew in me expected a 
“hip” younger priest into SPIDER-MAN or 
GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY. You know, 
or the kids! | was surprised to find this big, 
gray-haired,  Brian-Dennehy-with-a-priest- 
collar shake my hand and say, “I love ALIAS 
and Powers.” To have a man of the cloth tell 
you how much he loves your basically rated 
R work was the beginning of a surreal and 
spiritually exciting dinner. One of the most 
fun dinners I've ever had. It changed my 


work. For the better. 

So over the last few years, my wife started 
including the Cheeks at our semi-regular 
Friday night dinners. A dinner MOSTLY for 
our Portland comics peer group. So many o 
my friends, who just happen to be some o 
your favorite comic creators, have become 
big fans and friends of the Cheeks as well. 

Well, as it goes, this summer both Helen 
and Dick started to feel their age. | was at 
their 65th wedding anniversary party, and 
they showed a slide show of family, mountain 
hiking, world travel and real adventure that 
was awe-inspiring to say the least. When 
the Cheeks started to slow down you could 
feel it. 
Dick's health started to slip and he had 
been in hospice for most of the summer. We 
would visit and Helen would be frustrated 
that she was in the hospital because Dick 
needed her...and he said the exact same 
thing about her. Just heartwarming. My wife 
and | have been happily married for over 20 
years and it gave US relationship goals. 

During his time in hospice, Dick came 
over. He could feel everyone’s stress about 
the situation. He came over just to tell me, 
“Hey, tell everyone that I'm okay. That I've 
ived a long and fortunate life. My kids are 
amazing, my wife loves me and | think | left 
the world a little better than the way | found 
it. I'm really okay with everything that’s 
happening now. I’m good to go.” 
And then he said, after attending dozens 
of dinners at my house with all of your 
avorite kind of comic creators, “Hey, did | 
ever tell you that | was friends with Walt 
Kelly?” 

After seven years of knowing each 
other, | turned to him and said with an 
incredulous smile, “No, Dick, | did not know 
you were friends with one of the greatest 
cartoonists of all time.” He then pulled out 
the correspondence between the two of 
them, and the original art that Walt Kelly 
had given him as a present, and some other 
insane Walt Kelly memorabilia. | was blown 
away, and | told our mutual friend, and one of 
the artists of this issue, Taki Soma--and Taki 
said, “That's my favorite artist of all time.” | 
guess I’m not surprised, but | am surprised, 
because when | told Dick, he gave Taki and 
me his Walt Kelly original art, memorabilia 
and correspondence. 
| didn’t want to take it. He has kids. They 
should have it. | told the sons. They made it 
very clear that Dick wanted us to have it. | 
said | could donate it to a library cartoonist 
archive. | was told no. He wanted us to have 
it. It might even be why we met, so one of his 
lifelong prize possessions could have a truly 
appreciative home. 

Seven years and this war-hero super hero 
never told me he was one of us. Secret nerd! 

The reason this specific issue is dedicated 
to him is that a couple weeks ago, his son 
walked over just to say hi to my wife and me. 
Stunned to have just learned this himself, 


he asked us, “Did you know that my father, 
when he has time, goes to hospitals and just 
holds the babies?” 

We were as stunned as he was. Who 
does that? Who does that and doesn't tell 
anybody? 

Yeah, the most unbelievable concept in 
this issue was based on the true Dick Cheek. 
| was told this as | was thinking, what's the 
coolest thing Tony Stark could've done that 
no one knows he’s done? | really wrote that 
question down for this issue and then Dick's 
son comes over and drops this on me. 

So, inspired, | wrote this issue and | went 
over and | told them. Of course, he was a 
little embarrassed, but his wife and his kids 
were thrilled. 
Then this issue started to reveal a 
fragmented structure, and | thought this 
gave us this great opportunity to spotlight 
some different artists for this issue. 
Stefano was going to need a little bit of a 
break to get to our big legacy story next 
issue anyhow, and | thought this was a great 
opportunity to join Kelly Sue DeConnick's 
“Visible Women" Twitter campaign and 
shine a spotlight on some female creators in 
this book filled with female voices. And now 
Taki Soma makes her Marvel Comics debut 
for an issue especially dedicated to a good 
friend of both of ours. He gave us something 
special to keep of his and we wanted to give 
you something of him. 

Kate Niemczyk blew me away with her 
work on MOCKINGBIRD, and | have been 
dying to do something with her--and Tom 
Brevoort, in his travels, showed me the 
world of Kiichi Mizushima. It’s like she fell 
out of the sky to bring the perfect voice 
to her chapter. | would like to report that, 
behind the scenes, Stefano and all the 
artists had an amazing creative experience. 
They have been emailing all month. The book 
was made with love from beginning to end, 
just like the man the book is dedicated to. 

The reason I'm telling you all of this is, 
about two hours ago, he passed away. In 
my heart, | hoped that | could give him this 
issue before he passed, but he passed this 
morning before it went to print. 

| don’t know when you'll be reading this, 
but if you're reading it the day it came out, | 
think you can agree that the world has been 
a hot mess lately. One of my personal ways 
of dealing with the stress of it is knowing 
that there are people in the world like the 
Cheeks. 
thought you'd like a reminder, too. They 
are people who do kindnesses because 
that’s what you're supposed to do. In his 
honor, today, if you find someone that needs 
a little kindness, maybe stop and do it. Do 
that. 

Be an honest-to-goodness real super 
hero like Dick Cheek. A kindness is all it 
takes. 


-BENDIS! 


eoeoereeceeer ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ese eeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeee ee ee eeeeeee 


Send letters to MHEROES@MARVEL.COM and don’t forget to mark them “OKAY TO PRINT!” 
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